[Expression of key regulatory apoptotic proteins and their role in thymic involution in human aging].
Immunohistochemical verification of the expression of pro-apoptotic protein p53 and anti-apoptotic protein mcl-1 in non-lymphoid structures of human thymus of different age groups has been carried out. It has been shown, that thymic involution starts very early in postnatal ontogenesis, which is testified by the decrease of mcl-1 expression during first months of child life, and at the same time the expression of pro-apoptotic protein p53 noticeably increases during the first year. It was established that deceleration of thymic involution is connected with the decrease of p53 expression, but not with the increase of mcl-1 expression during aging.